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Children and Young People’s Strategic Partnership





Welcome to the final newsletter of the Children and Young People's Strategic Partnership (CYPSP).  From 1st April the CYPSP will be known as the Children's Trust (CT).  This will be governed by a Children's Trust Board which will meet on a quarterly basis fitting in with the Worcestershire Partnership and Children and Young People's Plan performance cycles.  You will be receiving our "new look" newsletters updating you on the Children's Trust news shortly after each meeting.  





Think Family 


Think Family is a government initiative designed to more fully engage with adults' services in both a strategic and operational level. DCSF requires local authorities to implement Think Family.  This is best seen as a further extension of the principles of ECM into traditionally adult-focused services.  Implementation needs to address all levels from governance to front-line delivery to ensure that the needs of children are considered by those in adult services and the needs of adults by those in children's services.  There is a strong emphasis on "family assessments" and "team around the family".  One challenge is to ensure that in delivering this approach there is no loss of focus on safeguarding. For further information contact Anne Williams at � HYPERLINK "mailto:awilliams4@worcestershire.gov.uk" �awilliams4@worcestershire.gov.uk� or Tel: 01905 708808





Obesity Strategy Update


The latest NCMP data shows that the rise in obesity in children as measured in primary schools over the last two years has been halted and has started to decline. The specific LAA target for Year 6 children was still above the baseline target last year but indications suggest the activities and interventions in place will start to have an impact over the next three years thus achieving the target. 





This year will be the fourth year that children and young people in Worcestershire have been weighed and measured at the ages of 5 (reception) and 11(year 6).  Figures show that at age 5 there has been a decline in obesity and at age 11 obesity figures are no longer rising.





Good Practice Guidance For Recognising the Participation And Engagement By Children Young People, Parents And Carers


This guidance has been drafted in response to a request to the Joint Engagement Management (JEM) Group in 2009 to look at current ways organisations and services reimburse and acknowledge participation and engagement by children and young people, parents and carers and from this research develop good practice guidelines.





This good practice guidance reflects principles of good practice for organisations involving volunteers as outlined in the Worcestershire Compact – Volunteering Code of Practice. The guidance proposes four categories of participation and engagement activities and the suggested recognition and/or reimbursement for each of these categories:


Public consultations


Focus groups


Tasked engagement


Commissioning of groups to be representative of wider groups of children, young people, parents/carers.





The guidance also makes proposals about how to increase transparency and equality of opportunity for children and young people, parents and carers to participate and engage.  For further information on this item please contact Bridget Cooper at � HYPERLINK "mailto:bcooper@worcestershire.gov.uk" �bcooper@worcestershire.gov.uk� or Tel: 01905 765463.





Please look out for the new Children's Trust Newsletter coming out in May.
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The Worcestershire Children & Young People’s Strategic Partnership (CYPSP) is a theme group of the Worcestershire Partnership. It is accountable to the Worcestershire Partnership for delivery of the children and young people’s element of the Local Area Agreement and Sustainable Community Strategy.  





It has developed the Children and Young People’s Plan (CYPP) which was launched in May 2008, and is responsible for its delivery.





The local arrangements for fulfilling the co-operation duties set out in section 10 of the Children Act 2004 (Children’s Trust Arrangements) come under the remit of the CYPSP.





The CYPSP is divided into two groups: the Partnership Advisory Body (PAB) and the Joint Commissioning Board (JCB). Together they enable partner agencies to work successfully on multi-agency issues whilst remaining accountable to their own governance arrangements.





The purpose of the CYPSP is to ensure services are jointly and efficiently planned, commissioned and delivered to improve the outcomes for children, young people and their families and carers.





For more information on the work of the Children and Young People’s Strategic Partnership 


Pete Sugg, Interim Partnership Manager, 01905 775773, �HYPERLINK "mailto:psugg@worcestershire.gov.uk"�psugg@worcestershire.gov.uk� 


Partnership web site �HYPERLINK "http://www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/children"�www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/children� 
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Joint Commissioning Executive


The Joint Commissioning Executive is working on the development of a Joint Commissioning Unit to commission services for children and young people.  Initially the WCC and NHS Worcestershire have pooled resources for four services: Teenage Pregnancy; Speech, Language and Communication Needs; Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAHMS) and Children and Young People with Disabilities/Complex Health Needs. Performance reporting for these will remain with the Children and Young People's Plan Action Plan.





Taking the Partnership Advisory Body Agenda Forward


The Partnership Advisory Body has monitored the Children and Young People's Plan, received updates on strategies and issues affecting children and young people and approved action where needed.  To ensure that these items are carried forward into the new Children's Trust arrangements Michael Hunter, PAB Chair, will present a report to the first Children's Trust meeting giving recommendations on issues which will need to continue. 





Performance Monitoring


The CYPSP has been performance monitoring the Children and Young People's Plan and receiving progress reports on a quarterly basis.  The Worcestershire Partnership LAA performance monitoring has also been taking place.  These two reports will be amalgamated into one and will be approved at the Children's Trust Board meetings, which have been arranged to link in with the performance cycles. Highlights from these reports will continue to be given future newsletters. A Performance Management Group is in the process of being set up to monitor targets.  There will be a range of sub groups, each of which will have a representative who will attend the Performance Management Group to report on progress and feed back information back to their groups. This is in the early stages of development with the first meeting of the Performance Management Group being held on 10 May 2010.





Children and Young People's Plan 2011-2014


The next Children and Young People's Plan is has to be produced by April 2011 and will run for 3 years.  Work on a Joint Strategic Needs Assessment is already taking place and there will be an opportunity to feed into consultations as the work develops throughout the year.  More news on the Children and Young People's Plan developments will be reported in the Children's Trust newsletters.





Information Sharing Protocol


Partners will formally sign up to the Information Sharing Protocol at the first Children's Trust Board meeting on 28 April. If you would like a copy of the protocol please contact Luke Willetts at lwilletts@worcestershire.gov.uk





Spotlight on …… Children's Trust Developments
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