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Carers Consultative Group

Monday 18th January 2010

Minutes

Present  

Peter Pinfield 

NHS Worcestershire (chair)

Keith Hoare 

WCC&NHS Joint Commissioning Unit (minutes)

Helen Garfield 
WCC&NHS Joint Commissioning Unit 
Liz Lloyd 

Worcestershire Association of Carers
Sangeeta Kaura 
Worcestershire Association of Carers
Jane Longmore 
WAVOCC

Ann Batchelor
Carer

Ron Chambers 
Carer

Rachel Officer 
Carer

Roy Davies

Carer

Jim Casey 

Carer


Anne Duddington
Carer

Marti Heuter 

WCC Adult and Community Services

Caroline Martin 
WCC Adult and Community Services 

Louise Clarke

WCC Adult and Community Services  


Rachel Fowler 
WCC Adult and Community Services 

Chris Strangwood 
WCC Adult and Community Services

Ann Hart 

NHS Worcestershire 

Sarah Taylor 

Worcestershire Mental Health Partnership Trust 

Joan Muir

Worcestershire Acute Hospital Trust
Apologies


Jane Deane 

Redditch Carers Support  
Ray Eades

Carer 

Andree Jones 
Carer

Rose Ingram 

WCC Adult and Community Services
Nisha Sankey 
NHS Worcestershire 

	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION / ACTIONS

	1. Chair Position
	Peter Pinfield (Non Executive Director of NHS Worcestershire) was approved as chair of the group for the next 12 months.

	2. Minutes of 12th October 2009.


	Roy Davies clarified his name that was mis-spelt. 
Otherwise agreed.

	3. Matters Arising 


	(i) WAVOCC consultation – agreed that all future correspondence will go via Jane as representative for WAVOCC on the group or direct to Jim Smith
(ii) Mental Health Partnership Trust – initial meeting held where it was agreed that the trust are not to develop a strategy but that their practice will be reviewed and informed by main carers strategy. Another meeting is planned for February and the issue of carer representation will be raised by Keith / Sarah to advocate carer representation at the next meeting, as will membership of the trust's service user/carer panel to ensure that all client groups including those for substance misuse are represented 

(iii) Joint Training – this will be picked up by Keith at next Young Carers Steering Group chaired by Children's Services Directorate.  
(iv) Transitions from children to adult services – a new protocol and pathway for effective transitions is under development; this work currently covers children with physical and learning disabilities but not mental health conditions as there is a separate pathway/protocol already in place for this client group (but a final decision on whether to merge them is pending)

(v) WAC Funding – this has now been resolved

(vi) Choice and Control – some progress has been made to ensure carers are better informed of the programme eg recent article in Caring News and queries from WAC's AGM have now received a response from the County Council. Caroline agreed to raise at next User and Carer Forum for the programme if extra carers can join and if the Carers Consultative Group can receive minutes of meetings. Keith to invite Annie Dickson as Programme Lead to give a presentation at the next meeting of the group. 

(vii) Consultative group – Jane for WAVOCC and Sarah for the Mental Health Partnership Trust were welcomed to the group. The Drug and Alcohol Action Team have also nominated a representative and YSS have been asked to identify younger adult carers to join the group. Carer links between the group and equivalent groups for learning disability and physical disability have been identified, but at present there are no carers on the  mental health group to establish a link, so Keith will liaise with Rethink to identify carers to join. There is one carer on the Older People's Consultative Group who is also an older person's representative and they have been asked if they would like to join the carers group. Keith also to discuss with Sarah Taylor representation by Rethink on the group given carers support role. 

(viii) Terms of reference – amended version circulated 

	4. New Carers Strategy
	Liz agreed to supply extra information on voluntary sector activity for section 8 and appendix A, as it was noted that this was currently limited. The deadline for comments from the group is Friday 5th February 2010.
Public consultation will then take place for a 3 month period from February onwards. The group identified the following as options for distributing the strategy: district and parish councils, social housing landlords, GP practices, Women's Institutes, the Diocese Office and other local faith groups, libraries, WAC and Redditch Carers Support, WAVOCC, local press, County Council and NHS Worcestershire websites. Keith to meet with Communications Officer at County Council to agree plan of action.  

  

	5. Commissioning Plan
	Keith gave a summary of where we were at with regard to the procurement of new or redesigned services. A summary of this plan with timetable and explanation of each service to be procured is attached to these minutes. 

	6. Governance Structures
	Keith advised that key governance groups had given their approval to the strategy and a number of 'champions' had been identified, as follows:

· NHS Worcestershire Board – Peter Pinfield

· NHS Worcestershire Commissioning Executive -Mick O'Donnell

· Worcestershire Mental Health Partnership Trust Board – John Parsons

· Worcestershire Mental Health Partnership Trust Board – Matt Stringer

· WCC Adult and Community Services Directorate Management Team – Peter Arch 

NHS Worcestershire's Clinical Senate had agreed as a collective to 'champion' carers issues. 

Discussions are still ongoing regarding the Joint Commissioning Group and the Health and Social Care Partnership Board.   

Keith to enquire how the group get to report to the Health and Social Care Partnership Board, as is done annually with other joint commissioning groups. 

 

	7. Service and Sub Group Updates 
	Agreed we would operate with the following groups:

· Information advice and support 

· Training 

· Carers Involvement 

· Hospital Support 

· GP Practice Engagement  
All members to inform Keith Hoare which sub groups they wish to be a member of. 

Agreed that standing agenda item would be update on work of sub groups with opportunity for comment. Proposed template for these updates is attached.  

Agreed also to have standing agenda items for key support services to update on their developments.     



	8. AOB
	None. 

	9. Next Meeting 
	Monday 12th April, 10.30-12.30, Countryside Centre


 FILENAME  \* Caps \p  \* MERGEFORMAT 
5

