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Debrief on Equality and Human Rights Commission Funding

Date of workshop: 18th May 2009

Facilitated Zahid Nawaz, Regional Manager EHRC 

Introduction

In 2008/9 The Equality of Human Rights Commission funded 285 projects with £10.9 Million. 

Case Study Link Learnihttp://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/aboutus/grants/pages/infonaboutwhowefund.aspx#Case%20studies
The 2009/10 round of funding; which comprises two priority areas opened in May with a £10.2m fund.  All stage one application need to have been received by EHRC by 12th June To which, those successful will be invited to put together a stage 2 application towards the starts of August.  Applications are being sought form 'community organisations ' wishing to, enhance / develop existing projects or deliver new project proposals, that can meet the specified outcomes (see priorities). 

· Applicants may be involved with a number of bids, however can only be the lead applicant on one bid (public sector can not lead an application)

· Project proposals can run for up to 3 years in which you may wish to apply for the maximum of £150,000 for each year i.e. maximum project proposal for submission £450,000

Over the period 2009 / 12 the funding programme will support work that underpins the Commission's three-year strategy. Prioritising on the following 2 areas…..

Priority One

A first priority area will fund organisations providing guidance, advice and advocacy services in areas including education, health and employment; infrastructure development as well building capacity where there are gaps in local provision, for example for women who have experienced violence.  

Sought Outcomes

a) To increase opportunities for communities to set up organisations that represent and respond to their interests and needs where none currently exist; and for existing organisations and services to expand and develop their expertise and services

b) Individuals, particularly those that suffer inequality and disadvantage, have greater choice, control and empowerment over their own lives in relation to social care, health, housing, education, employment and business advice.

c) Victims of all forms of hate crime receive the support they need and have the confidence to continue their everyday life.

Priority Two

A second priority area will support increased co-operation between groups - including ethnic or religious communities - in areas where there are known tensions, this is embodied as Good Relations.


Sought Outcomes

a) Increased interaction and understanding between groups and communities that do not ordinarily mix or where particular tensions exist i.e. inclusiveness delivered on neutral platforms 

A third priority area is support for legal advice and awareness of legal rights.  This will operate as a separate Programme which is expected to launch in June.

Eligibility

To be eligible for funding from the EHRC all applicants must:

· Be a UK registered charity, charitable body, not-for-profit or community interest

· Deliver work exclusively in England, Wales or Scotland

· Propose work that does not fall under the statutory remit of public bodies, unless as part of a consortium

· Only be lead body on one application

· Only apply for funding under one of the 3 priority groups

· Not request more that £150,000 a year (can run £150,000 a year for up to 3 years)

Non Eligible

· Applications for work from bodies whose main purpose is to give funds to other charities

· Certain Capital Projects

· Funding appeals, academic research (though action research bids are welcome) or bridge / replacement funding

· Statutory bodies or private companies that apply as single organisations, or lead applicant of a consortium bid.

Prioritising bids for marking purposes.

Bids receive priority if they….

· Demonstrate a commitment to the ongoing involvement of local communities and stakeholders

· Applications that demonstrate a commitment to learning and advice 

· Applications that provide an evidence base to support need

· Commitment to partnership working

· Identified exit routes and sustainability strategies

· Applications that demonstrate a keen focus on accessibility needs

· Applications for delivery agents who are 'best placed' to deliver

Conclusion
In essence this fund looks very encouraging.  However, it is relevant to point out that this is a national fund, to which many applications are anticipated.  Therefore, innovative and creative proposals are suggested.
The Commission is particularly keen to fund activity that directly serves and involves individuals and local communities, that meets an unmet need, and that has the potential to inspire and inform longer-term activity that helps promote the Commission’s objectives. 
Full details, as well as guidance notes and the outline proposal form are available in a full range of accessible formats at www.equalityhumanrights.com/funding 
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