Report from Partnership Forum Meeting
Monday 6th September 2010  
Presentation by the Equality and Diversity Team

Sarah Edwards and Malik Fayaz.   

There was discussion about how to use existing networks with the BME community regarding the current Dementia strategy consultation.

Update on Foundation Trust Application and Update by Dr Ros Keeton

Robert Hipwell advised that the Coalition Government’s NHS white paper confirms that all NHS Trusts will become NHS Foundation Trusts and that Primary Care Trusts are to divest themselves of their ‘provider services’. 

He confirmed that the Trust is ready to tackle the final stages of the Foundation Trust application process, but before doing so needs to take account of the outcome of the decisions that the Board of NHS Worcestershire will make regarding ‘transforming community services’. 

The Board of NHS Worcestershire is due to meet on 15/09/2010 when a decision on the future management of their provider services will be made.  All changes are expected to be in place by 31/03/2011.

GP’s are to take over the commissioning of services and it is anticipated that there will be at least 3 GP consortia locally which will hold money and buy services for their population.  

Ros Keeton advised that she has met with GP’s locally.  A number were enthusiastic about the development of GP commissioning consortia.  Others were less certain.  The need to ensure County-wide consistency in the commissioning and provision of services was noted. 
Update From Organisations In Attendance 

Felicity Jones reported on a project about carers and advised of a survey by Worcestershire LINk.  She also advised of another project about admission to, and discharge from, hospital.  Worcestershire LINk have formed a mental health sub-group. 
Liz Lloyd reported that a successful funding bid had been made by 3 carers organisations.  The launch of ‘CAW’ is to take place following the Worcestershire Association of Carers AGM. 

The Carers Association are recruiting volunteers to the telephone befriending service project.

Rani Virk reported on a joint project with the Carers Unit which will review the needs and care of dementia patients on a couple of wards on sites at Worcestershire Acute Hospitals.  

Sylvia Meyrick  reported that Speakeasy NOW’ are running as health checker project that reviews the experiences of people with a learning disability when they access GP practices and hospital services.  

Phillip Gretton advised that Worcestershire County Council is presently in the process of reviewing budgets in anticipation of the outcome of the comprehensive spending review which will be announced in October.

Community First advised of a 3 year strategic grant available to third sector organisations supporting people with mental health conditions, their recovery and social inclusion.  

Linda Clarke updated on 2 projects for Onside Advocacy.  The first is the introduction of an independent mental capacity assessment service and the second, funded by the big lottery, is a service for befriending and mentoring people across the County.

Any Other Business

Chris Marsh advised that arrangements for the 3 new Trust Forums are now in place.  These are Service User Forum, Carer Forum and the Members Forum.  
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