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Provision of Stop Smoking Services
A consortium of West Midlands Primary Care Trusts would like to invite applications from suitably-qualified providers for the provision of stop smoking services within the following PCT areas: 

• Coventry 
• Sandwell
• Shropshire
• South Staffordshire
• Stoke-on-Trent
• Telford & Wrekin 
•Walsall
• Worcestershire

Providers can submit an application to provide the services within all or some of these PCT areas. 

Healthcare Commissioning Services is administering this procurement process on behalf of the consortium members and is not procuring the services for itself.
The remaining nine (9) West Midlands Primary Care Trusts may participate in the procurement at some later point.
This Procurement is using the Any Willing PCT Accredited Provider Managed Process (AWPP).    Any suitably qualified provider who meets the minimum specified standards of the Accreditation Process and service delivery requirements set out in the evidence based service specification may be added to the list of providers.
Stop smoking services are time-limited interventions provided over a twelve-week period to support people who smoke to stop smoking successfully and permanently.  The service has four key components: 
• Assessing the service user’s nicotine dependence at the start of the intervention 
• Providing behavioural support 
• Providing pharmacotherapy 
• Establishing the service’s users smoking status at the end of the intervention
Payment under the contract is based on a local tariff devised by the consortium as follows: 

Providers that Do Not Incur Costs of Prescribing 
General Population - 4 week Quitter Payment - £93.68 
Targeted Populations - 4 week Quitter Payment - £135.65 
General Population - 12 week Quitter Payment - £128.81 
Targeted Populations - 12 week Quitter Payment - £271.30 

Providers that Incur Costs of Prescribing 
General Population - 4 week Quitter Payment - £165.72 
Targeted Populations - 4 week Quitter Payment - £213.67 
General Population - 12 week Quitter Payment - £227.87 
Targeted Populations - 12 week Quitter Payment - £427.35 

Note: targeted populations are people from ethnic minorities, routine and manual workers, residents of deprived areas, unemployed people, persons age 25 years and under, people 
with visual or hearing impairment or severe mental health difficulties and prisoners.
While it is not possible to provide an accurate estimate of the potential value of the contracts that will be awarded in connection with the stop smoking service, the latest data (2007) suggests that there are approximately 1,030,000 smokers resident in the West Midlands of which 530,000 are resident in the participating eight PCT areas.  The consortium spent approximately £3.8 million on stop smoking services in 2008/09.  Over the period of the contract, the consortium intends to substantially increase the level of service provision, giving an estimated total contract value in the region of £4 – £8 million per annum, depending on take-up of the service.
At this stage the other nine West Midlands PCTs (North Staffordshire, Warwickshire, Herefordshire, Dudley, Wolverhampton, Solihull, Heart of Birmingham, South Birmingham, Birmingham East and North) do not form part of the consortium.  Should they decide to participate, the value and scope of the contracts for services will increase accordingly and the estimated spend of these PCTs will be included in the contract notice which advertises their inclusion in the consortium. 

Contracts will be awarded for the provision of stop smoking services from 29 October 2010. Contracts commencing on this date will be for a term of thirty months (2.5) years terminating on 31 March 2013. The consortium reserves the right to extend all the contracts awarded by one (1) year (with the agreement of each provider) should the consortium subsequently decide to do so.
The consortium intends to re advertise this contract every six months (in April and October of each year) until October 2012.  Accordingly potential providers will be able to respond to these advertisements and submit applications for accreditation to provide the services every six months until October 2012.  Note that all contracts awarded will terminate on 31 March 2013 regardless of when a contract is entered into unless the consortium decides to extend the contract (with the agreement of each provider) by one (1) year.   At this stage of the procurement, the intention is that there will be no limit on the number of providers that will be permitted to enter the market and offered a contract to carry out the services in any PCT area.
Where an additional Primary Care Trust wishes to procure stop smoking services it will be named in an advertising round (i.e. in April or October of the relevant year) and new providers will be permitted to submit an accreditation application to carry out services in the new PCT area in addition to the existing PCT areas.
Those providers already accredited on the Stop Smoking Services programme do not need to        re - apply. 

Organisations wishing to be considered for this contract must register their expression of interest and provide additional procurement specific information through the HCS  e tendering  portal https://hcs.bravosolution.co.uk as follows: 

i) Register on the HCS portal at https://hcs.bravosolution.co.uk  by clicking the link to register - Accept the terms and conditions and click “continue” - Enter your correct business and user details - Note the username you chose and click “Save” when complete - You will receive an email with your unique password (please keep this secure) .

ii) Once registered, candidates must express your interest as follows; a) login to the HCS e-Tendering portal, b) select “PQQs Open To All Suppliers”, c) access listing related to this contract and view details, d) click on “Express Interest” button in the “Actions” box on the left-hand side of the page .

iii) Once you have expressed interest, the PQQ will move to “My PQQs”, where you can download additional documentation (if required), and construct your reply as instructed. You must then publish your reply using the publish button. For any technical support in submitting your expression of interest please contact the e-Tendering Help-desk at 0800-011-2470 or help@bravosolution.co.uk. 

The accreditation questionnaire will be accessible through BRAVO from date of publication of this advertisement. For contracts commencing 29 October 2010, the deadline for receipt of completed accreditation questionnaires is 12:00 noon on 25 June 2010. 
